Spannocchia Farm Internship Program and 

Guest Services Internship Program

 Frequently Asked Questions
Q: How many farm interns and guest services interns are accepted for each session?

A: We accept 7 farm interns and 1 guest services interns for each session.

Q: What are the similarities and differences between the two programs?

A: Farm interns and guest services interns arrive on the same day and are treated as one group. For the spring session only, guest services interns stay one week longer than the farm interns. All farm and guest services interns participate in the same orientation, and live in the same housing. They eat meals together and attend the same Italian class, educational presentations and group meetings. The main difference between the two programs is the type of work that each does while at Spannocchia. Farm interns work outside, doing farm based manual labor, while guest services interns are mostly inside, interacting with guests and doing hospitality work.
Q: Is there an age requirement to participate in either program?

A: Applicants must be a minimum of 18 years old by the application deadline. Most farm interns and guest services interns are between 18 and 30 years old. Regardless of age, the accommodation is a shared double room in a house that is shared by all 8 interns. 
Q: How much does it cost to attend the Farm or the Guest Services Internship at Spannocchia?
A: All participants in both programs are required to pay a one-time education fee of $250 directly to the Spannocchia Foundation. This fee is used to offset educational costs including Italian lessons, Italian books, and education presentations. In addition, all participants must become members of the Spannocchia Foundation, the student membership is $30. They must also become members of Wwoof Italia (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms – www.wwoof.it ) which costs 25 Euro.  Participants are responsible for their own travel costs to and from Spannocchia, and for any expenses they incur in their free time. Please refer to the “Applicant Information” document for further information on the estimated costs of attending the program.
Q: Can non-Americans apply to the Farm Internship Program or the Guest Services Internship?

A: Yes! All nationalities are welcome to apply. Historically, the majority of interns have been American because the Spannocchia Foundation is based in the United States and the application process is done in English, yet we welcome applications from Americans and non-Americans alike. 
Q: If I apply early, can I be accepted early?

A: No. We review all applications for each session following the Application Deadlines, and make our decisions by the appointed Applicant Notification Dates. It is important to us to evaluate each applicant individually, but also to take group dynamics into consideration when examining the applicant pool in our interest of building a healthy, well-rounded group that will work well together.

Q: The application deadline has passed for the session I am interested in. Can I apply late?

A: No. Applications received after the appointed application deadline dates will not be accepted.
Q: Can couples, friends, and siblings apply to the Farm Internship Program or Guest Services Internship together?

A: Yes, although the chances of being selected are greatly reduced. Couples, friends and siblings must submit separate applications. If you are connected with someone who is applying, you must state clearly on the application what the nature of your relationship is to one another (i.e. girlfriend, brother, friend, roommate, husband), and whether or not you’d like to be considered together or separately in the selection process. The Farm Internship Program and Guest Services Internship have both become highly competitive, so couples, friends, and siblings have a significantly lowered probability of being accepted. Group dynamics are always taken into account when building each group, and we usually prefer to accept individuals with no ties to other accepted candidates.
Q: Can families apply to the Internship Program or Guest Services Internship? What if I would like to bring my young children with me to the program?
A: No, families or individuals with dependent children are not eligible to apply. The accommodation we are able to offer is limited to a single bed in a double room, so we simply cannot accommodate families or children.
Q: I’d like to apply, but I can’t participate in the full length of the session. Am I still eligible?

A: No. All interns must participate in the full duration of the session. 

Q: Can I participate in more than one session?
A: No. Our programs are highly competitive, and it is important for us to offer this unique educational experience to as many people as possible. Also, the curriculum for the Farm Internship Program and the Guest Services Internship is fairly similar for each session.  

Q: Do I need to speak Italian in order to participate in either program?

A: While we welcome applications from individuals who have studied the Italian language, it is not necessary to have Italian language skills in order to be considered for an internship. However, all accepted candidates are expected to study Italian before arriving. It is important to remember when considering coming to Spannocchia that this is not a language immersion experience, and while we hope you are able to learn some Italian language it is not the main aim of our programs here.
Q: Do I need to have lots of experience with farming, and/or gardening in order to apply to the Farm Internship Program?

A: No. We ask that applicants have an interest in organic farming, be committed to the Spannocchia Foundation’s mission, and have a willingness to learn through experience.  We do appreciate skills in these areas, and experience with manual labor of some sort is advantageous. 
Q: Do I need to have lots of experience in guest relations to apply for the Guest Services Internship?

A: No. We ask that applicants have an interest in guest relations, organic farming and the Italian culture. You should be interested in the Spannocchia Foundation’s mission and have a willingness to learn. We do appreciate good communication skills and a friendly demeanor, and any guest relations experience would of course be advantageous.

Q: My background is in organic farming, animal husbandry, and/or Italian language and I am looking for an experience to build my resume. Is the Farm Internship Program right for me?

A: Maybe. The Farm Internship Program provides a good introduction to organic farming and Italian language. The internship is most fitting for individuals who are fairly new to one or all of the above noted fields, or have had little practical experience and wish to engage in “hands on” learning. If you have a strong career background in these areas and are looking to engage in an intensive, advanced course, then the Farm Internship Program is not the right program for you.  In any event, it is important to have realistic expectations of what the program offers. 
Q: My background is in hotel management, is the Guest Services Internship right for me?

A: Maybe. The Guest Services Internship provides a good introduction to guest relations and the Italian language and offers a chance to learn about Tuscany and organic farming as well. The Guest Services Internship is most fitting for individuals who have little practical experience and are looking for an out-of-the-ordinary experience and a chance to live in Tuscany. If you are already a professional in the field of hotel management and are trying to build your resume, this program is not right for you. In any event, it is important to have realistic expectations of what the program offers.
Q: Do I need a special Visa to participate in the program?

A: Both programs are designed to fit within the guidelines of Italy’s tourist visiting requirements (maximum of 90 days stay).  If you are an EU citizen and would like to remain in Italy for more than 90 days, it is not necessary to acquire a visa.  If you are from outside of the EU, you can remain in EU countries (including Italy) for up to 90 days without requiring a special visa.
Q: How long has the Internship Program been in existence at Spannocchia?

A: Since 1985, Tenuta di Spannocchia and the Etruscan Foundation have hosted volunteers and interns who have worked on the farm in exchange for room and board.  Under the auspices of the Etruscan Foundation in the late 1990s, the Internship Program (formerly called the “Farm Program” and “Garden Internship”) developed a more formal syllabus that included Italian language study, field trips, and educational presentations. The Spannocchia Foundation has supported the educational elements of the Internship Program and the Guest Services Internship since 2003.

Q: Do more internship programs like Spannocchia’s exist?

A: Yes and No.  There are several agriculture volunteerships, internships, and apprenticeships in the States and Europe, and the WWOOF organization (World Wide Opportunities on Organic Farms - www.wwoof.it for Italy) lists organic farms looking for volunteers. The Internship Program at Spannocchia is unique, as it offers formal exposure to the Italian culture through its curriculum offerings, and is much more than a work exchange.  Online searches for “farm internships” “volunteer in Italy” etc… may be helpful if you’d like to find out about more programs in existence. 
